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2ABS.BIBLE/PRAYER

DAY  1  P R AY: 

God’s Word for those that 
have not yet heard

NOW

Eirik has never heard the name of Jesus. He lives in Siberia, where he spends his days working 

at a hydroelectric plant. At night, he eats a modest dinner and carves little animals out of wood. 

Sometimes he wonders about the purpose of life. He’s heard some people talk about meditation and 

meaning and mystical gods, and sometimes he wishes he could believe some of that. But he worries 

because he feels like he’s wasted too much of his life being a bad version of himself. He wonders, 

“Could any god love me?”

THROUGH PRAYER

One night, Eirik’s friend Mark visits him for dinner. He tells Eirik he is very excited because he recently 

met someone named Jesus, and his whole life changed. Eirik thinks it’s all strange, but he listens. 

Mark tells him he learned about Jesus in something called the “The Bible.” Mark got this book from 

a friend who helped translate it into Eirik’s language through the support of American Bible Society. 

Mark reads Eirik some passages from his new Bible. Eirik identifies with the realness of the Psalms 

and sees himself in the psalmist, David. He wonders how God could call David a “man after my own 

heart” after David had done so many wrong things. One day, another Scripture verse stands out to 

Eirik: “For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, but to be its savior.” Eirik feels 

hope. Mark leads him through a prayer to commit follow Jesus, and suddenly, life has meaning. Eirik 

can’t wait to tell everyone at work about the God of the Bible.

“After this I looked, and there was an enormous crowd—no one could count all the people! They 

were from every race, tribe, nation, and language…They called out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation comes 

from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb!’” REVELATION 7:9–10 (GNT)

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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PRAYER POINTS

>> Pray for people like Eirik to hear about Jesus Christ and find salvation in him.

>> Ask God to prepare the hearts of those still waiting for the Scriptures in their language. 

>> Pray for God’s favor for Bible translation agencies partnering to share God’s Word with 

everyone on Earth. 

>> Pray for God to raise up prayer and financial partners who will intercede for Bible translation 

efforts who often lack prayer covering and donor support. 

>> Pray for global communities that have never seen Scripture to receive God’s love letter 

to them, the Bible. 

CONTEXT FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Pray for people like Eirik who have never heard or read one verse of the Bible. Of the world’s 7,000 

languages, nearly 3,800 still don’t have access to the whole Bible and of those, almost 2,000 don’t 

even have a single verse. They go through their day-to-day lives, never knowing Christ, never 

knowing the truth that will set them free (John 8:32). But in partnership with other Bible translation 

agencies, we have a plan to translate Scripture into 100 percent of the world’s living languages by 

2033. By training translators, providing translation software and other technology resources, and 

removing barriers to effective work, we help locals quickly and accurately bring God’s Word to their 

communities. We have a plan to eliminate Bible poverty—giving everyone access to the life-changing 

message of God’s Word. Will you pray with us?

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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DAY  2  P R AY: 

Churches sharing the 
gospel message

NOW

Timothy leads a small church in rural Rwanda, and he has seen God move in incredible ways in his 

community. Every day, he prays for God to help him reach more people for Jesus, but he doesn’t 

have the resources to bring his ideas to life. He dreams of giving a copy of the Bible to everyone in 

his community. Currently, Timothy has the only Bible within a 100-mile radius, and it’s a beat-up New 

Testament that’s written in English, a language he barely understands. 

THROUGH PRAYER

Bible Society of Rwanda visits churches in Timothy’s area and gives Timothy three pieces of news 

that makes his eyes well with tears. First, believers from other countries have provided the funding to 

screen the JESUS film, a movie depicting the life of Jesus, in Kinyarwanda, the language of Timothy’s 

community. Second, believers from other countries have provided Proclaimers™, audio devices that 

speak the Scriptures in Kinyarwanda. Through these Proclaimers, everyone in the community can 

hear the truth of God’s Word, taught in a language they understand at a heart level. Third, believers 

from other countries have provided Bibles so every household can study the words of life together. 

Timothy praises God for this miracle for his people.

“The Word of God is alive and active.” HEBREWS 4:12 (GNT)

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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PRAYER POINTS

>> Pray for church leaders like Timothy to be sustained by God in the essential work of sharing Jesus 

with their communities. 

>> Pray for protection over those traveling to remote areas and dangerous regions where the 

Church faces persecution. 

>> Pray for political, social, and economic stability in nations where Bible translation 

work takes place. 

>> Pray for people hearing about Jesus for the first time to be drawn into true relationship with him. 

>>  Pray for continued resources to keep up with the great demand for Bibles from believers 

around the world. 

CONTEXT FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Showing the JESUS film, forming Audio Scripture listening groups, and giving people Bibles is a 

three-phase ministry we call End-to-End. This ministry reaches millions of people each year and is 

active in more than 27 countries. To give an example, more than 13,000 people attended screenings 

of the JESUS film in Western Orissa, India, over Easter weekend. Jesus is on the move!

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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DAY  3  P R AY:

Salvation for the people 
far from God

NOW

Alyssa has a good life. Or, it’s mostly good. At the young age of nineteen, she runs a small grocery 

store in Honduras. This has allowed Alyssa to take care of her brothers and sisters since they lost their 

parents several years ago. She has friends and family nearby, and she likes where she lives because 

of the sandy beaches and beautiful sunsets. But Alyssa is not immune to the poverty that surrounds 

her. She’s often anxious that something will go wrong and her life will fall apart. Sometimes she gets 

caught up in the repetition of her days. Looking at the sunset, she wonders, “Is there anything more 

to this life?” 

THROUGH PRAYER

Alyssa hears through the grapevine that something big is going to happen at the local church. 

Curious, she walks over a mile to church the next morning. People from the local Bible Society show 

up with boxes and boxes of Bibles. Alyssa gets her very own copy—the first book she’s ever owned. 

She goes home and starts reading it. She can’t put it down. “Who is this God who would sacrifice his 

son for me?” she wonders. The more Alyssa reads, the more she is drawn to Jesus. Inspired by his 

words, she gives her life to follow God. She can’t wait to share this great news to her brothers and 

sisters. She thinks, “This is what I’ve been searching for—and now I’ve found Jesus!” 

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” MATTHEW 24:35 (GNT)

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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PRAYER POINTS 

>> Pray for people searching for meaning like Alyssa to be introduced to the source of true life, 

Jesus, and respond to his call for their lives. 

>> Pray for Bible Societies to continue to have the resources to provide Bibles where needed most. 

>> Pray for people who receive Bibles to read them and encounter the living God who loves them 

and has so much more for their lives. 

>> Pray for technological innovations and strong partnerships to reach Deaf communities through 

sign language translations.

>> Pray for unity and spiritual covering among partnering Bible organizations and translation teams 

working to reach those far from God through Scripture access. 

CONTEXT FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

American Bible Society is a member of United Bible Societies—a global network of Bible Societies 

working in over 240 countries and territories across the world. We believe the Bible is for everyone, 

so we are working to provide availability and access to the Bible for all people. This partnership 

increases our effectiveness and relevancy as we are able to, through Bible Societies in each country, 

meet the real Bible needs of local churches. This way, translations are culturally grounded, Bible 

distributions are time- and cost-effective, and local churches are connected to best meet the needs 

of people like Alyssa in their communities.

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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DAY  4  P R AY: 

Audio Bibles for 
people who can’t 
read God’s Word 

NOW

Ben grew up on the side of a mountain in Peru. When he was eight years old, he had to drop out of 

school to help on the family farm. As a result, he never learned to read. When Ben was 18, a pastor 

introduced him to Jesus. Now Ben goes to church every Sunday, desperate to hear more about Jesus. 

Once he saw a Bible and tried to make sense of the black drawings on its pages but couldn’t. Other 

people looked at it and could read words, but the letters didn’t mean anything to Ben. As the years 

pass, Ben desires more and more to read the Bible and learn about the God he loves. 

THROUGH PRAYER

One Sunday shortly after Ben’s 38th birthday, his pastor makes a special announcement: the Bible is 

being translated into Ben’s language, Quechua. The community has been praying for this for decades. 

Everyone cheers and praises God. Then the pastor says something that makes Ben shout for joy: they 

are producing an audio translation of the Bible. Finally, Ben will be able to listen to God’s message of 

hope. Finally, Ben will be able to hear and understand the full message of the Bible. 

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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“Jesus answered, ‘The scripture says, ‘Human beings cannot live on bread alone, but need every 

word that God speaks.’” MATTHEW 4:4 (GNT)

PRAYER POINTS 

>> Pray for people like Ben, who are blocked from God’s Word by illiteracy, to receive audio Bibles 

and literacy training in order to engage God’s Word. 

>> Pray that national and local governments would recognize minority languages and value mother-

tongue education. 

>> Pray for translators working on audio Bibles to be led by the Holy Spirit in producing accurate, 

usable, and compelling translations.

>> Pray for a spiritual hunger to engage God’s Word on a daily basis once individuals receive the 

Bible in their language. 

>> Pray for the message of the gospel to spread as oral communities learn and repeat 

Scripture’s truths. 

CONTEXT FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

For some communities, illiteracy is a barrier to knowing God. For others, written texts aren’t 

culturally used for sharing information. For both types of communities, solar-powered, radio-like 

audio Bibles allow people to hear God’s Word anywhere—and learn that he is good. The Ovahimba, 

the last seminomadic people group in Namibia, have an oral tradition. Because their community 

moves frequently, carrying books is impractical. Instead, they pass information from generation to 

generation through storytelling and song. Thanks to support from American Bible Society’s partners, 

the Ovahimba received a new oral translation of the Bible. This Bible allows them to access God 

within their cultural context—to hear stories of God’s goodness while, say, they wash their dishes or 

shuck corn for dinner.

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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DAY  5  P R AY: 

Bibles for believers waiting 
for God’s Word 

NOW

Romona has believed in Jesus for as long as she can remember. She’s heard that God wrote a love 

letter to humanity—something called the Bible—but she has never seen one. More than anything else, 

she prays for this Bible in her language. Now in her early 70s, Romona is desperate and direct in her 

prayers for God’s Word, as she prays, “God, do you speak my language? Then please, if it is your will, 

visit my village. Share your Word with us.”

THROUGH PRAYER

A group of sharp, young believers in Romona’s village in Siberia answer the call for translators. 

Supported with technology provided by Bible Societies in other countries, they start the long, careful 

process of translating the Bible from English into Koryak, Romona’s language. Eight years later, 

Romona is handed her first Bible. Along with many others, she falls to the ground in worship. God, 

thank you for speaking to me! Thank you for loving us so much that you gave us your Word. 

“God’s message is near you, on your lips and in your heart.” ROMANS 10:8 (GNT)

https://americanbible.org/prayer
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PRAYER POINTS 

>> Pray for God to sustain believers like Romona in their belief as they wait to receive the full 

story of Jesus. 

>> Pray for God to remove hindrances to Bible translations—like governmental regulations or 

technology failures—so communities can receive efficient and accurate translations on schedule. 

>> Pray for organizations in the Bible translation movement as they discover ways to work together 

more effectively. 

>> Pray for God’s guidance over Bible translation projects nearing completion and those preparing 

for Scripture dedications as spiritual warfare often heightens near project completion.

>> Pray for First Bibles to transform communities—for people to follow Jesus as they meet him in 

their heart language. 

CONTEXT FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Fewer than 704 out of the 7,359 languages in the world have the entire Bible. Close to one billion 

people lack the Bible in the language in which they say, “I love you.” There’s much work to be done to 

bring God’s Word to the nearly 3,800 languages in need of translation today. We’re doing our part to 

change that by using a roadmap, process, and tools to translate God’s Word. More than 70 percent of 

the world’s full Bible translations have been provided by United Bible Societies. Another 825 million 

people have the New Testament in their language, and 450 million people have some portions of 

Scripture. These efforts are bringing God’s Word to believers like Romona as well as to people who 

have never heard the message of the gospel. 

https://americanbible.org/prayer


God, Your Word is more precious than all I possess. 

Your Scripture gives light to my path and directs my steps. 

Through Your will alone, lives are transformed and minds made new. 

So I now pray for all people that do not yet know you. 

For You’ve promised that Your voice by every tribe and nation will be heard. 

So, equip us by Your breath to provide every heart language with Your Word. 

T H E  T R A N S L A T I O N  P R AY E R


